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DISTRIBUTION A 



NOTE BY THE SECRETARIES 

to the 

JOINT CHIEFS OP STAFF 

on 

DEPLOYMENT OF DAVY CROCKETT TO EPROFR J fi| 

The attached memorandum by the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (ISA), 1-17328/61, dated 8 December 1961, subject as 
above, together with Its Enclosures, is circulated for informs- 
tlon. 



P. J. BLOUIN 
M. J. IHOELIDO 
Joint Secretariat 
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WASHINOTON IS. D. C. 



INTBRNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 



REFER TO: 1-17323/61 



G§c 8 mi 



ME3J0RANDUM FOR THS CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: Deployment of DAVY CROCKEIT to Europe (C) 

There Is attached a copy of a letter from the Assistant 
Secretary of State for European Affairs on the above subject, 
together vlth a copy of my reply. Your attention Is Invited 
to the policy guidance, as directed by Secretary McNemara, 
which is contained in the letter to Mr. Kbhler. 
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2 Enclosures 
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Paul H. Nitze 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) 



■ S3A.H0MV IVNO.IVN 3Ki IV 0331008^ X , 



Z? October 1551 



Eaor Paul: 

One of tho briefing papers prepared for the Gilpatric visit, 
"U3 tHUtery preparedness Actions" states in parccrcph U cu that 
"Tho Amy is irplcnontins the decision to deploy 171 Davy Crockett 
launchoro vlth wcihoads to Europe by December l$6l." As fox aa 
I cm avare, tho Dapartssnt of State *>rn not consulted on this 
decision* Z vould like to point out that tho deployment of 
Davy Ci-oefcott launchoro for U3 forces has at loect three Important 
foreign policy jppllcotlono vhlch should bo token into account* 

yiTot, addition of these vespons to tho 1MT0 arsenal In 
control Europe nckca nore difficult our efforta to cot our Ideas 
on 1U20 otratccy accepted, nuclear weapons of such snail else 
tend to blur oven further tho distinction befcveen conventional 
end nuclear vespons. 

Second, equipping of 133 forces only vita those vecpons can 
lead to choreas of discrimination by our Allies. It is ay 
undorctcsndlns that vo eerllor deeided to eliminato thoeo vecpons 
f roa the I1AP pte^rena for other HAETO forces* Iha feet of their 
poasoooion by U3 forces is bound to become fairly quickly known 
end to raico enactions in the rdnds of our Allies as to vhy they 
are not permitted to have thea. 

Finally, the deployaent of Davy Croeketts complicates smah 
further tho difficult qjueotlon of control over tho use of nuelear 
vecpona. Aa you know, in accordance vith tho Prcoidcnt , s E30 
decloion of April £1, IgGl, vo ere presently eeekina to insrove 
procedures for tho control of nualesr vecpons. It vould seen self- 
evident that tho ravy Crockett, becauoo of its dispersion end the 
osiall nuefcor of men involved In its operation, is especially 
difficult to control effectively. «chls vould be all the store trua, 
of couroo, if tho vecpons vore dispersed to our Allies. At loaot 
until rw eloctronlo ccchanlojns for the control of nuclear vecnons 
are perfected end installed, thoreforo, it seems to me questionable 
that vo should deploy those veapons to KOTO Europe. 

Sincerely, 

FoyD. Xbhler 
_ . Assistant Secretary 

The honorcblo 

Faul H. Kitso, 

Aaaiotant Secretary of Defense. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON IS. D. C. 
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Dear Foqtx 

m reply to your letter of 87 October 3961 concerning 
DAVT CIS0CKE1T, X have discussed the foreign policy and other 
implications with Seoretary MBHamara* We appreciate the con- 
corns which you express; however, the Secretary feels that these 
vecpons may bo urcently needed by our forces In the event the 
Berlin crisis coerce to a, head end that short-run military con-» 
slder&tlons ore overriding. Accordingly, bo has decided to 
proceed with the deployment* 

In the long term, in the 21&& of cost end other problems* 
it is less certain as to the extent to which wo will need this 
.weapons system in Euro pe* W e do not foresee control es a major 
problem since F/AVT CEOCKETT Is subject to the sens procodurod 
now applicable to other delivery means; and since wo plan to 
incorporate in this weapon and ethers a control device that 
will prevent unauthorised use, beginning within the next IB 
months* 

Wo ore sympathetic to the other points raised In your let- 
ter, particularly the "equality" aspect; but, In view of the 
Berlin-related nature of this deploynarrt, and the fact that 
future employments of this weapon system for our own forces 
hove not been decided, we would prefer to postpone ccnoider- 
ation of this matter in HfflJO as long as possible* In the event 
it is raised by others, we would have to then consider how best to 
proceed* 

Sincerely, 
/signed/ 
Paul E# Itttze 
„^ „ ._„ Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) 

The Ifonorable Poy D. Kbhler . ' 

Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs 
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